
AGENDA

MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION

SEPTEMBER 22, 2026

** APPROVAL OF AGENDA. 

1. MINUTES of previous meeting. 

2. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS. 

3. CLOSED MEETING FOR CONSULTATION WITH, OR BRIEFING BY, COUNSEL. 

4. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

5. PERMITS (Projects exceeding $1,000,000.00 in cost with no objections and tidal
wetlands/beach projects in localities without Wetlands Boards with no objections, with staff
recommendation for approval). 

6. CARL HERSHNER, JR., VMRC #2026-0160
requests authorization to construct a 14-foot by 34-foot open-sided boathouse and gazebo roof structure
on a statutorily authorized private pier along the Free School Creek shoreline at Tax Map Parcel
#41-57 on Deal Lane in Gloucester County. The project is protested by both adjacent property owners
and an additional property owner along the creek.

7. GREAT HERON LODGE, LLC, VMRC #2026-0675
requests authorization to install a 30-foot long armor stone spur and a 40-foot long armor stone sill, and
place approximately 200 cubic yards of beach nourishment, adjacent to property situated along Hull
Creek at 1194 Candy Point Road in Northumberland County. The project is protested by nearby
property owners.

8. JOSEPH MERCER, VMRC #2025-2593
Commission review on freeholder appeal of the Northampton County August 20, 2026, Wetlands
Board decision to approve a request to install 46 linear feet of new vinyl bulkhead at 1870 Sand Hill
Drive, situated along the Chesapeake Bay in Northampton County.

9. LICENSE STATUS REQUEST. 

10. PUBLIC HEARING
Proposed amendments to Chapter 4VAC20-1250, "Pertaining to the Tagging of Shellfish" to modify
the method of identifying harvested shellfish.
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11. RECOMMENDATION
Recommendations on applications to the Recreational and Commercial Fishing Advisory Boards. 

12. DISCUSSION
Winter Commission Meeting scheduling.
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PAGE 2 ITEMS

A. JASON DEYOUNG, VMRC#2026-1502
requests authorization to construct a 100-foot long rock revetment channelward of an existing bulkhead
and two (2) 60-foot sections of rock sill with clean sand backfill and plantings of native wetland
vegetation along the Mattaponi River shoreline at 1647 Winona Park Drive in King William County.
The project requires a VMRC subaqueous and a wetlands permit.

B. LINDA MITCHELL, VMRC #2026-1581
requests authorization to construct and backfill a 533-foot long vinyl bulkhead along the Mattaponi
River shoreline at 190 White Marsh Lane in King and Queen County. Staff recommends approval of
the project with the purchase of tidal wetland mitigation credits for the fill loss of 266 square feet of
non-vegetated wetlands. The project requires a VMRC wetlands permit.

C. COLONNA SHIPYARD, VMRC #2026-0730
requests authorization to maintenance dredge a total of 180,000 cubic yards of state-owned submerged
lands, on an as-needed basis, to maximum depths ranging from minus 35 feet to minus 55 feet mean
low water at the Colonna Shipyard Facility situated along the Elizabeth River in the City of Norfolk.
Dredged material will be barged to a transfer area for disposal at Shirley Plantation or other approved
upland disposal site. The project requires a VMRC subaqueous permit. 

D. NASA WALLOPS FLIGHT FACILITY, VMRC #2026-0859
requests authorization to install four (4) 130-foot stone breakwaters and beach nourishment along
approximately 15,000 linear feet of shoreline on Wallops Island situated along the Atlantic Ocean in
Accomack County. The project requires a VMRC subaqueous permit.

E. CITY OF HAMPTON, VMRC #2026-1383
requests authorization to mechanically dredge a maximum of 2,360 cubic yards of state-owned
submerged lands to depths of minus 7.5 feet mean low water to restore and maintain navigational
depths at the Custom House Marina (700 Settlers Landing Road), including future maintenance
dredging cycles as necessary, along the Hampton River in the City of Hampton. Dredged spoils will be
offloaded at the Port Tobacco Wharf for truck transport to an upland disposal site. The project requires
a VMRC subaqueous permit.
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                                                           MINUTES 

COMMISSION MEETING                                                                 August 25, 2026 

 

The meeting of the Marine Resources Commission was held at the Marine Resources 

Commission main office at 380 Fenwick Road, Bldg. 96, Fort Monroe, Virginia with 

the following present: 

 

Joseph Grist     Commissioner 

 

Lynn Kellum 

A.J. Erskine 

William Bransom    Associate Members 

Jeremy Headley  

Preston White 

 

Kelci Block     Assistant Attorney General 

 

Gerald Pitt     1st. Sgt., Marine Police 

 

Randy Owen     Chief, Habitat Management 

Justin Worrell     Deputy Chief, Habitat Management 

Kylie Harris     Engineer, Habitat Management 

Jeffrey Madden    Engineer, Habitat Management 

Mike Johnson     Engineer, Habitat Management 

Tiffany Birge     Engineer, Habitat Management 

Claire Gorman     Engineer, Habitat Management 

Kirsten Travis     Engineer, Habitat Management 

Brad Reams     Engineer, Habitat Management 

Olivia Upton     Engineer, Habitat Management 

 

Ethan Simpson    Chief, Fisheries Management 

Alexa Galvan     Fisheries Management Specialist 

 

Adam Kenyon     Chief, Shellfish Management 

Andrew Button    Deputy Chief, Shellfish Management 
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Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS): 

 

Lyle Varnell  Emily Hein  Alex Sabo 

 

Others present:  

 

Dixie Doerr  Nate Cutler  Cameron Cutler 

Jefferson Hooper Bob Simon  Karen Hall 

Greg Henrich  Sally Bell  Laura Howard 

Cassidy McKelvie Jim Hunter  Patricia Hunter 

David Lkedzik  Aaron Williams Troy Baldwin 

Jeff Waple  Karen Waple  Matt Otto 

Geoff Hershelwood Jim Beck  Paul So 

Shigeru Honda David Spencer  Genevieve Patrick 

Chris Ludford  Melissa Southworth Kim Huskey 

Rebecca Francese Brian Fletcher  and others. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA. – Commissioner Joseph Grist asked if there were any 

changes from the Board members or staff. 

 

Randy Owen, Chief, Habitat Management, requested to remove Item #9 from Agenda 

due because the objection was dropped by the adjacent property owner. Mr. Owen’s 

comments are a part of the verbatim record. 

 

Associate Member Erskine moved to approve the agenda as modified. Associate 

Member Bransom seconded the motion. The motion carried, 5-0.  

 

* * * * * * * * * 

 

MINUTES: Commissioner Grist asked if there were any changes or corrections to be 

made to the July 28, 2026 meeting minutes. 

 

Associate Member Erskine moved to approve of the minutes as presented. 

Associate Member Kellum seconded the motion. The motion carried, 4-0-1. 

Associate Member Headley abstained. 
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* * * * * * * * * * 

 

Commissioner Grist swore in the VMRC staff and VIMS staff that would be speaking 

or presenting testimony during the meeting. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

2. CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS: 

 

3A DAVID RAO, VMRC #2026-0929, requests after-the-fact authorization to 

retain a 21-foot by 47-foot open-sided boathouse constructed as part of a 

previously statutorily authorized private pier serving 9099 Pebble Beach Lane, 

situated along the Potomac River in King George County. Staff recommends 

approval with triple permit fees of $900.00 and civil charges of $3,000.00 

assessed to both the applicant and contractor in lieu of further enforcement 

action. 

 

Justin Worrell, Deputy Chief, Habitat Management, reviewed item 3A for the Associate 

Members. Mr. Worrell’s comments are a part of the verbatim record. 

 

The matter is before the Commission for discussion and action. 

 

Associate Member Bransom moved to approve project 3A as presented. Associate 

Member Erskine seconded the motion. The motion carried, 5-0.  

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

3. CLOSED MEETING FOR CONSULTATION WITH, OR BRIEFING BY, 

COUNSEL. – No meeting needed 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

4. PUBLIC COMMENT: No one spoke during Public Comment. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

5. PERMITS (Projects over $1,000,000.00 with no objections and with staff 

recommendation for approval). 
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Justin Worrell, Deputy Chief, Habitat Management, reviewed Page 2 item 2A for the 

Associate Members. Mr. Worrell’s comments are a part of the verbatim record. 

 

2A RIVER PORT, LLC, VMRC #2026-0740, to install a new heavy lift platform 

with two new 30-foot by 20-foot concrete mooring dolphins; install and backfill 

a 234 linear-foot replacement steel bulkhead a maximum of two feet 

channelward of the existing structure; and install a 225 linear-foot low-profile 

steel toe wall; and to mechanically dredge up to 174,390 cubic yards of state-

owned submerged lands to depths of minus fifty (-50) feet mean low water out 

to the federal navigation channel and to depths of minus sixty (-60) feet mean 

low water around the new heavy lift platform adjacent to Pier 14 located along 

the James River at 1201 Terminal Avenue in the City of Newport News. Dredged 

material will be barged to Shirley Plantation for disposal. Staff recommends 

approval, including a royalty of $104,634.00 for the dredging of 174,390 cubic 

yards of state-owned submerged bottom material at a rate of $0.60 per cubic yard. 

This project requires a VMRC Subaqueous permit. 

 

2B STEVEN WILKINSON, VMRC #2026-0660, requests authorization to 

construct two (2) vinyl low profile groins, extending 48 feet from mean high 

water and to construct 57 feet of vinyl bulkhead immediately adjacent to the 

unprotected bank at 101 Wildwood Place, situated along the Rappahannock 

River in Essex County. This project requires a VMRC Beach and Dune Permit. 

 

2C SKANSKA USA, VMRC #2026-0957, requests authorization to install a new 

37-foot by 50-foot crane platform and trestle along the Southern Branch of the 

Elizabeth River at their commercial facility (123 Sampson Creek Road) in the 

city of Chesapeake. Staff recommends approval with the purchase of credits from 

an approved Tidal Wetlands Mitigation Bank for the loss of 599 square feet of 

tidal wetlands. This project requires a VMRC Wetlands permit. 

 

2D SPENCER HULL, VMRC #2025-2129, requests authorization to install 227 

linear feet of riprap, the toe of which may be installed a maximum of 8 feet 

channelward of the existing bulkhead serving 800 Heritage Point along Bells 

Mill Creek in the city of Chesapeake. This project requires a VMRC Wetlands 

and Subaqueous permit. 
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2E COLONIAL PIPELINE COMPANY, VMRC #2025-2641, requests 

authorization to perform ongoing maintenance of existing Line 27, a 16-inch-

diameter underground petroleum pipeline, located in a right-of-way (ROW) that 

may require impacts to tidal wetlands in the Counties of Chesterfield and 

Henrico, and the Cities of Richmond and Chesapeake. This project requires a 

VMRC Wetlands and Subaqueous Permit. 

 

2F WEST ROCK CP, LLC VMRC #2026-0260, requests authorization to remove 

an existing bulkhead and jersey wall barrier and construct two (2) rock 

revetments, 310 and 607 feet long respectively; and install and backfill a 277-

foot long steel sheet pile bulkhead along the Pamunkey River shoreline at 1901 

Main Street in the Town of West Point. Staff recommends approval of the project 

with the purchase of mitigation credits for the fill loss of 1,512 square feet of 

non-vegetated wetlands. The project requires a VMRC Subaqueous and 

Wetlands Permit. 

 

The matter is before the Commission for discussion and action. 

 

Associate Member Bransom moved to approve project 2A through 2 F as 

presented. Associate Member Headley seconded the motion. The motion carried, 

5-0.  

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

6. DAVID SPENCER, VMRC #2023-0895, Commission review of the July 16, 

2026, Suffolk Wetlands Board decision to approve unquantified impacts to 

vegetated tidal wetlands as part of a riprap revetment proposal at 6954 Repass 

Beach Road situated along the mouth of Streeter Creek in the City of Suffolk. 

 

Kirsten Travis, Environmental Engineer, Habitat Management, gave the briefing of the 

information provided in the staff’s evaluation, with PowerPoint slides. for the Associate 

Members. Ms. Travis’s comments are a part of the verbatim record. 

 

Geoff Henshelwood, Chairman of the Suffolk Wetlands Board, was sworn in and spoke. 

His comments are a part of the verbatim record. 

 

Cassidy McKelvie, City of Suffolk was sworn in and spoke. Her comments were a part 

of the verbatim record. 
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Justin Worrell, Deputy Chief, Habitat Management, explained to the board that VIMS 

staff would only be able to speak to ‘post wetlands board’ decision, careful not to open 

the record. His comments are a part of the verbatim record. 

 

Lyle Varnell was called to the podium. He stated that Alex Sabo was knowledgeable of 

the project and site visits. His comments are a part of the verbatim record. 

 

David Spencer, applicant, was sworn in and spoke. His comments are a part of verbatim 

record. 

 

The matter was before the Commission for discussion and action. 

 

Associate Member Bransom remanded the project back to the City of Suffolk Local 

Wetlands Board to reconsider their previous decision to approve a project 

impacting vegetated wetlands. Associate Member Erskine seconded the motion. 

The motion carried, 5-0.  

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

7. GREEN BLUFF, LLC, VMRC #2026-0363, requests authorization to 

construct a 10-foot by 20-foot switchback staircase with exterior support beams 

for access to a 142-foot long private, open-pile pier including a 10-foot by 41-

foot L-head and 5-foot wide finger piers surrounding two (2) uncovered boat 

lifts; and to install 184 linear feet of riprap stone revetment with two (2) riprap 

breakwater spurs measuring 50 feet and 54 feet in length adjacent to 421 

Marlborough Point Road, situated along the Potomac River in Stafford County. 

The project is protested by an adjacent property owner.  

 

Olivia Upton, Environmental Engineer, Habitat Management, gave the briefing of the 

information provided in the staff’s evaluation, with PowerPoint slides. for the Associate 

Members. Ms. Upton’s comments are a part of the verbatim record. 

 

Jim Beck, engineer for the project, was sworn in. His comments are part of verbatim 

record. 

 

The protestant was not present. 

 

The matter was before the Commission for discussion and action. 
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Associate Member Bransom moved to approve the application per staff 

recommendation as presented. Associate Member Kellum seconded the motion. 

The motion carried, 5-0.  

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

8. JEFFREY WAPLE, VMRC #2026-0558, requests authorization to construct a 

16.5-foot wide by 42-foot long open-sided single slip boathouse addition to a 

statutorily authorized private pier adjacent to property situated along the 

Potomac River at 200 Church Point Lane in Westmoreland County. The project 

is protested by an adjacent property owner. 

 

Jeff Madden, Environmental Engineer, Habitat Management, gave the briefing of the 

information provided in the staff’s evaluation, with PowerPoint slides. for the Associate 

Members. Mr. Madden’s comments are a part of the verbatim record. 

 

Jeffrey Waple, applicant, was sworn in and spoke. His comments are a part of the 

verbatim record. 

 

The matter was before the Commission for discussion and action. 

 

Associate Member Headley moved to approve the application per staff 

recommendation as presented. Associate Member White seconded the motion. The 

motion carried, 5-0.  

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

REMOVED FROM THE AGENDA AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MEETING 

 

9. MARQUEE HOMES, INC, VMRC #2025-2752, requests authorization to 

construct a 16-foot by 18-foot open-sided gazebo and a 15-foot by 37-foot open-

sided boathouse as part of a statutorily authorized pier along the Poquoson River 

at 132 Breezy Point Drive in York County. This project is protested by an 

adjacent property owner. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 
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10. BIC, INC, VMRC #2025-1263, requests authorization to change the use of a 

previously statutorily authorized and existing private pier to a multi-user 

structure; and to retain unauthorized pier expansions adjacent to property (TM 

#45-A-5) located on Main Street, situated along the Chincoteague Channel in 

Accomack County. 

 

Claire Gorman, Environmental Engineer, Habitat Management, gave the briefing of the 

information provided in the staff’s evaluation, with PowerPoint slides. for the Associate 

Members. Ms. Gorman’s comments are a part of the verbatim record. 

 

Raymond Britton, applicant, was sworn in. His comments are a part of verbatim record. 

 

The matter was before the Commission for discussion and action. 

 

Associate Member Bransom moved to approve the removal the unauthorized 

decking and pier from state-owned subaqueous bottom within 90 days and to refer 

the contractor to the Department of Professional Occupational and Regulation for 

failure to obtain all necessary permits before construction. They further ordered 

that failure to remove the structures within 90 days would result in the matter being 

referred to the Office of the Attorney General for further enforcement action. 

Associate Member White seconded the motion. The motion carried, 5-0.  

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

11. SHELLFISH 

DIXIE M. DOERR 

Oyster Planting Ground Application #2024-035, requests authorization to lease 

approximately 249 acres of oyster planting ground within the Rappahannock 

River in Middlesex County. 

 

Adam Kenyon, Chief, Shellfish Management, gave the briefing of the information 

provided in the staff’s evaluation, with PowerPoint slides. for the Associate Members. 

Mr. Kenyon’s comments are a part of the verbatim record. 

 

Dixie Doerr, Nate Cutler, and Cameron Cutler were sworn in and spoke. Their intentions 

are to use the lease as bottom planting only. They currently have a 40-acre adjacent lease 

inshore where they are permitted for bottom cages. Their comments are a part of the 

verbatim record. 
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There were four (4) people that were sworn in and spoke in opposition to the application. 

Their comments are a part of the verbatim record. 

 

The matter was before the Commission for discussion and action. 

 

Associate Member Headley moved to approve of the application as presented. 

Associate Member Bransom seconded the motion. The motion carried, 4-0-1. 

Associate Member Kellum abstained.  

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

12. SHELLFISH 

Modification of the 2026 Oyster Replenishment and Restoration Plan (ORP) and 

update on projects conducted as part of the 2026 ORP. 

 

Andrew Button, Deputy Chief, Shellfish Management, gave the briefing of the 

information provided in the staff’s evaluation, with PowerPoint slides. for the Associate 

Members. Mr. Button’s comments are a part of the verbatim record. 

 

The matter was before the Commission for discussion and action. 

 

Associate Member Headley made a motion to accept staff recommendations to 

modify the 2026 Oyster Replenishment and Restoration Plan (ORP) as presented. 

Associate Member White seconded the motion. The motion carried, 5-0. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

13. PUBLIC HEARING 

Proposed amendments to Chapter 4 VAC 20-720 "Pertaining to Restrictions on 

Oyster Harvest," to establish the 2026-2027 areas of public harvest, public oyster 

seasons, and oyster resource conservation measures. 

 

Andrew Button, Deputy Chief, Shellfish Management, gave the briefing of the 

information provided in the staff’s evaluation, with PowerPoint slides. for the Associate 

Members. Mr. Button’s comments are a part of the verbatim record. 

 

The matter was before the Commission for discussion and action. 
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Associate Member Headley made a motion to accept the Public Oyster Season as 

recommended by the SMAC with the addition of an extended season in both the 

Deep Creek PT Area through March 31 and the CBPT Area from October 1 

through March 31. Associate Member Bransom seconded the motion. The motion 

carried, 5-0. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

14. PUBLIC HEARING 

Chapter 4 VAC 20-620, "Pertaining to Summer Flounder;" 

Chapter 4 VAC 20-920, "Pertaining to Landing Licenses;" 

Chapter 4 VAC 20-995, "Pertaining to Commercial Hook-and-Line Fishing;" 

The Commission proposes to amend the above regulations to remove language 

requiring vessel license decals. 

 

Ethan Simpson, Chief, Fisheries Management, gave the briefing of the information 

provided in the staff’s evaluation, with PowerPoint slides. for the Associate Members. 

Mr. Simpson’s comments are a part of the verbatim record. 

 

The matter was before the Commission for discussion and action. 

 

Associate Member Headley made a motion to amend Chapter 4VAC20-620, 

"Pertaining to Summer Flounder," Chapter 4VAC-920, "Pertaining to Landing 

Licenses," and Chapter 4VAC-995, "Pertaining to Commercial Hook-and-Line 

Fishing" to remove language requiring vessel license decals. Associate Member 

Erskine seconded the motion. The motion carried, 5-0. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

15. PUBLIC HEARING 

Proposed amendments to Chapter 4 VAC 20-890, "Pertaining to Channeled 

Whelk" to remove language requiring vessel license decals, clarify gear marking 

requirements, allow agenting of channeled whelk pot licenses, and clarify 

existing language. 

 

Alexa Galvan, Fisheries Management Specialist, Fisheries Management, gave the 

briefing of the information provided in the staff’s evaluation, with PowerPoint slides. 

for the Associate Members. Ms. Galvan’s comments are a part of the verbatim record. 
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The matter was before the Commission for discussion and action. 

 

Associate Member Headley made a motion to amend Chapter 4VAC20-890, 

"Pertaining to Channeled Whelk," to remove language requiring vessel license 

decals, clarify gear marking requirements, allow agenting of channeled whelk pot 

licenses, and clarify existing language. Associate Member Erskine seconded the 

motion. The motion carried, 5-0. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:56 p.m. The next 

Commission meeting will be on Tuesday, September 22, 2026. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

 

      ___________________________ 

     Joseph Grist, Commissioner 

 

 

____________________________ 

Jamie Hogge, Recording Secretary 

 

 



Carl Hershner 
VMRC#2026-0160 

 
 
1. Habitat Management Evaluation dated September 22, 2026. 
 (Page 1-2) 
 
2. Plan drawings dated January 29, 2026 and February 23, 2026. 
 (Pages 3-9) 
 
3. Letters of Protest 

A. Beverly Garnett submission dated received March 17, 2026. 
 (Pages 10 and 11) 
B. Jose Garcia submissions dated received August 1, 2026, and August 3, 2026. 
 (Pages 12 - 14) 
C. Mollie Rawlings submission dated received August 12, 2026. 
 (Pages 15 – 17) 

 
 
 
 

All project drawings, plans and application information are available at 
https://webapps.mrc.virginia.gov/public/habitat/ 



September 22, 2026 
 

HABITAT MANAGEMENT DIVISION EVALUATION 
 
 
CARL HERSHNER JR., VMRC #2026-0160, requests authorization to construct a 14-foot by 
34-foot open-sided boathouse and gazebo roof structure on a statutorily authorized private pier 
along the Free School Creek shoreline at Tax Map Parcel #41-57 on Deal Lane in Gloucester 
County. The project is protested by both adjacent property owners and an additional property 
owner along the creek. 
 
Narrative 
 
The project is located at the headwaters of Free School Creek at the interface where the creek 
becomes intertidal. There are multiple roofed structures attached to private piers along the creek 
shoreline, starting approximately 1,000 feet downstream of the project location. 
 
The applicant owns three lots on the creek. The subject parcel is unimproved and is the only one 
that accesses navigable water and can support a pier for mooring a vessel. The other two parcels 
front intertidal marshes only. 
 
The applicant’s private pier will extend into an oyster lease owned by Ms. Beverley Garnett – 
Lease #21003. Staff researched the harvest history of the lease and found that no harvest has 
been reported in the last three years. As defined under §28.2-630 of the Code of Virginia (Code), 
since there has been no harvest reported from the lease over the past three years, it is considered 
non-productive. Since the private pier is proposed over a non-productive lease and meets the 
other exemption requirements found in §28.2-1203.A.5, of the Code, the pier is deemed 
statutorily authorized. A partial No Permit Necessary (NPN) letter was sent on March 27, 2026, 
stating that the pier portion of the proposal was statutorily authorized. However, the open-sided 
boathouse and gazebo roof structure component required that the adjacent property owners be 
notified. 
 
Issues 
 
Staff notified both adjacent property owners, Mr. Jose Garcia and Ms. Beverly Garnett, and both 
have submitted concerns about the pier and proposed roof structure. In addition, the neighbor 
owning the riparian property opposite the pier location, Ms. Fannie Rawlings, is objecting. Ms. 
Garnett cites in her comments that the pier is encroaching into her (non-productive) oyster lease, 
and that it is near her residence. She states this pier will result in increased noise levels which 
will disturb the enjoyment of her property. Mr. Garcia submitted concerns about his viewshed 
and the potential for disturbance to wildlife. Ms. Rawlings did not include any specific reasons in 
her submitted objection. 
 
Although the private pier is statutorily authorized and does not require a permit from this agency, 
the roof structure will require a VMRC subaqueous permit because of the adjacent neighbors’ 
protests. 
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Issues (cont’d) 
 
As a result of a subaqueous permit being required for the project, staff requested a legal notice be 
published in the Glocester Gazette Journal. That legal notice was published on July 30, 2026. No 
additional comments were received from the public due to the newspaper’s advertisement. 
 
Summary/Recommendation 
 
Staff understands the protestants’ concerns regarding the proposed pier’s location in Free School 
Creek and within an existing oyster lease. However, staff notes that the pier begins on the 
applicant’s property and appears to extend lawfully into his riparian area. Additionally, the pier 
meets the Code’s statutory authorization requirements, and the oyster lease is deemed not to be 
commercially productive. 
 
Staff believes the open-sided design of the roof structure only minimally adds to the visual 
obstruction already presented by the applicant’s statutorily authorized private pier and boat lift. 
Additionally, we do not anticipate that the addition of an open-sided boathouse and gazebo roof 
structure will result in increased noise above what could be anticipated with just a private pier. 
Had the proposed roof structure not been protested, it would also have been statutorily authorized 
under §28.2-1203.A.5 of the Code since the gazebo portion is under 400 square feet in size, and the 
boathouse portion is under 700 square feet in size. Accordingly, after evaluating the merits of the 
project against the concerns expressed by those in opposition, and after considering all the 
factors contained in §28.2-1205 of the Code, staff recommends approval of the project as 
proposed. 
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Virginia Marine Resources Commission
Habitat Management Public Comments

Application Number 20260160
Print Date: Monday September 14 2026 12:50

Number Name Received Position

1 BEVERLEY V GARNETT 03/17/2026 18:16:26 PM OPPOSE

I OWN TWO HOMES ON DEAL LANE (4574 AND 4564) ADJACENT TO PROPOSED PROJECT AND HAVE RIGHT
OF WAY TO ALL OF DEAL LN.  THIS IS A RESIDENTIAL AREA.  THESE FAMILY HOMES AND PROPERTY HAVE
BEEN OWNED BY MY FAMILY FOR FIVE GENERATIONS.  I OWN THE OYSTER GROUND IN FRONT OF MY
HOMES, LEASE 21003.  I STRONGLY OBJECT TO APPROVAL OF CARL HERSHNER'S PROJECT, PIER, TWO
FINGER PIERS, DECK AREA, BOAT LIFT, BOAT SLIP, BOAT HOUSE, AND GAZEBO.  THIS CONSTRUCTION IS
JUST A FEW STEPS AWAY FROM THE SIDE OF MY HOME.  SO CLOSE NOISE WOULD BE A PROBLEM.  INFO
PROVIDED INDICATES PIER ENCROACHES ON PORTION OF MY OYSTER GROUND; THIS IS NOT
ACCEPTABLE.  I RECENTLY SENT VMRC $150 TO KEEP THE GROUND.  THIS NEWS IS TROUBLING.  WE HAVE
BEEN DUMPING SHELLS ON GROUND EVERY YEAR SINCE I ACQUIRED IT ON 2016 AND OYSTERS ARE
GROWING.  PHOTOS HAVE BEEN PROVIDED SHOWING LOCATION OF HERSCHNER PROJECT.  PLEASE TAKE
NOTE OF AMOUNT OF MUD NEAR SHORE.  APPLICANT PROVIDED VMRC 4 MEASUREMENTS OF WATER
LEVELS - NOT ACCURATE.  28 INCHES, 24, 21, AND 12 (SEE CHART).  SINCE WHEN IS APPLICANT ALLOWED
TO MEASURE THEIR OWN STATS?  MEASUREMENTS ARE NOT ACCURATE, SEE PHOTOS.  PLEASE KEEP ME
APPRISED.  IF MORE PHOTOS OR INFO IS NEEDED, PLEASE CALL ME AT (804)6949866.  SUGGEST YOU MIGHT
WANT TO COME TO THE SITE AND SEE HOW CLOSE THIS WILL BE TO MY HOME.  WHY ANYONE WOULD
WANT TO BUILD ALL OF THIS ON MUD IS BEYOND BELIEF.  WHEN ASKED WHERE HIS PROPERTY LINE WAS,
MR. HERSCHNER SAID HE DID NOT KNOW - COULD PARTIALLY BE ON MY PROPERTY.  BEVERLEY V.
GARNETT

Attachments:
Submitted photos for this comment will begin on next page.

Page 1/7
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Virginia Marine Resources Commission
Habitat Management Public Comments

Application Number 20260160
Print Date: Monday September 14 2026 12:50

Number Name Received Position

2 JOSE A GARCIA 08/01/2026 13:04:50 PM OPPOSE

DO NOT WANT THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE WATER DESTROYED BY PUTTING THIS PROJECT THROUGH! 
ALSO THIS WATER SUPPORTS WILD LIFE, BIRDS, FISH, ETC. WHICH WILL BE DRIVEN OUT.  WE BOUGHT OUR
HOME FOR THE VIEW AND DONâ€™T WANT THAT DESTROYED.

Attachments:

Page 4/7
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Virginia Marine Resources Commission
Habitat Management Public Comments

Application Number 20260160
Print Date: Monday September 14 2026 12:50

Number Name Received Position

3 JOSE A GARCIA 08/03/2026 14:41:43 PM OPPOSE

WILL INFRINGE ON OUR VIEW AND DISPLACE WILD LIFE.  DISRUPTING THEIR ENVIRONMENT.  WHAT WILL
THEY DO TO THE CREEK!  TOO SHALLOW FOR A BOAT.

Attachments:
Submitted photos for this comment will begin on next page.

Page 5/7
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Virginia Marine Resources Commission
Habitat Management Public Comments

Application Number 20260160
Print Date: Monday September 14 2026 12:50

1785782539.jpg
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Virginia Marine Resources Commission
Habitat Management Public Comments

Application Number 20260160
Print Date: Monday September 14 2026 12:50

Number Name Received Position

4 MOLLIE F RAWLINGS 08/12/2026 09:46:25 AM OPPOSE

SEE ATTACHED

Attachments:
https://webapps.mrc.virginia.gov/public/habitat/pc_pdfGet.php?id=1410

Page 7/7
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From: Worrell, Justin (MRC)
To: Johnson, Mike (MRC)
Cc: Atkins, Lou (MRC)
Subject: #26-0160 protest
Date: Tuesday, August 11, 2026 10:21:17 AM

Mike,
 
Please see the email below - another protest for this project.  Please respond to the
protestants and address their questions, as necessary.
 
 
Lou,
 
Please add the email to the database file as a protest.
 
 
Thanks.
 
 
 
From: MRC - Web Info <Web.Info@mrc.virginia.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, August 11, 2026 8:35 AM
To: Worrell, Justin (MRC) <Justin.Worrell@mrc.virginia.gov>
Subject: FW:

 
 
 

From: Frannie Rawlings <frannierawlings@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, August 10, 2026 6:31 PM
To: MRC - Web Info <web.info@mrc.virginia.gov>; Charlie Rawlings <charliechipman@aol.com>
Subject:

 

Dear VMRC Permitting Staff,

I am writing regarding Joint Permit Application #2026-0160, submitted by Carl H. Hershner
Jr. for a proposed private pier, boathouse and covered deck on Free School Creek in
Gloucester County.

My husband, Charles E. Rawlings, and I are the adjacent property owners identified in the
application as being across the creek from the proposed project. Our property has an existing
dock on Free School Creek.

We recently learned about this proposed project through neighboring property owners. We
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have not received any notice from VMRC regarding this application.

Could you please provide us with the following information:

1. What is the current status of JPA #2026-0160?
2. Has a public notice been issued for this application? If so, when and where was it

published?
3. Were adjacent property owners notified by mail? If so, when was notice sent and

to what address?
4. Has this application been scheduled for a VMRC hearing, Commission action, or

other public meeting?
5. Is there currently a deadline for submitting public comments or objections?
6. Please advise us of the appropriate procedure for submitting a formal objection

and supporting documentation to ensure that it is included in the official permit
record.

We would also appreciate confirmation that we will be notified of any future hearing, meeting,
or significant action concerning this application.

Thank you for your assistance. We would appreciate a response as soon as practicable because
we want to make sure we do not inadvertently miss any applicable opportunity to comment or
object.

Sincerely,

Mollie F. Rawlings
Charles E. Rawlings
422 Granite Avenue
Richmond, VA 23226

17



GREAT HERON LODGE LLC 
2026-0675 

 
 

1. Habitat Management Evaluation dated September 22, 2026. 
(Pages 1 and 2) 
 

2.  Project Drawings dated received, August 31, 2026, and March 26, 2026. 
(Pages 3 through 7) 

 
3. Virginia General Permit #2 dated September 10, 2026. 

(Pages 8 through 25) 
 

4. Virginia Institute of Marine Science Comments dated August 4, 2026. 
(Pages 26 and 27) 
 

5. Letters of Protest 
a. Mr. Calvin W. Evans dated received June17, 2026 
b. Mr. Calvin W. Evans dated received, July 17, 2026  
c. Ms. Penny Weinheimer dated received, July 21, 2026 
d. Ms. Bonita Komar dated received, July 29, 2026 
e. Mr. Christopher Bache dated received, July 29, 2026 

(Pages 28 through 32) 
 

6. Letters in Support 
a. Mr. Zach David dated received July 30, 2026 
b. Mr. James Teichert dated received July 30, 2026 
c. Ms. Debra Berry Dated received July 31, 2026 
d. Mr. John A Garka dated received August 17, 2026 
e. Mr. Michael Phillips dated received August 17, 2026 
f. Mr. Michael Phillips dated received September 14, 2026 

(Pages 33 through 38) 
 
 
 
 
All project drawings, plans and application information are available at 
https://webapps.mrc.virginia.gov/public/habitat/ 



September 22, 2026 

HABITAT MANAGEMENT DIVISION EVALUATION 

GREAT HERON LODGE, LLC, VMRC #2026-0675, requests authorization to install a 
30-foot long armor stone spur and a 40-foot long armor stone sill, and place approximately
200 cubic yards of beach nourishment, adjacent to property situated along Hull Creek at
1194 Candy Point Road in Northumberland County. The project is protested by nearby property
owners.

Narrative 

The project is located at the confluence of Hull Creek and the Potomac River on Candy Point. 
The fetch to the northeast from the project site is approximately 24 miles and the fetch due east is 
15 miles. The project combines living shoreline elements and traditional shoreline stabilization 
structures at the base of a severely eroded bank. The Northumberland County Wetlands Board, at 
their May 22, 2026, public hearing, approved the 170 linear-foot riprap revetment and the 
placement of 95 cubic yards of intertidal beach nourishment. Additional authorization included 
the repair of one (1) existing groin and construction of two (2) low-profile timber groins. The 
three (3) groins were approved to extend a maximum 48 feet beyond mean high water. Including 
the County’s Board approval, the three groins now qualify for the Commission’s Virginia 
General Permit #2. 

There was no objection raised by the public at the May Board hearing. The only portion of the 
project that is now under consideration by the Commission is the 30-foot long armor stone spur, 
the 40-foot long armor stone sill and the remaining beach nourishment extending channelward of 
mean low water. 

Issues 

Neither of the adjacent property owners have voiced any objection to the project. However, four 
(4) nearby property owners inside Hull Creek have submitted concerns that the shifting creek
entrance presents challenges to their ability to navigate immediately in front of the applicant’s
property. The protestants collectively believe that due to sediment buildup and the present
location of the existing channel, any further sand placement or structure installation could impact
their ability to ingress and egress Hull Creek.

The project has five (5) nearby property owners in support. These supporters believe the 
applicant has the right to protect their property, and they believe that while the channel does pass 
close to the applicant’s property, the project will have little impact on the creek as a whole. 

To address the concerns raised by the protestants, Habitat staff requested that Craig Palubinski, 
the authorized agent for the project, provide soundings across the mouth of Hull Creek.           
Mr. Palubinski noted that the creek was approximately 320 feet wide at mean low water with a 
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Issues (cont’d) 
 
60-foot wide channel having control depths of minus 3.5-foot mean low water, near the outboard 
side of the applicant’s dog leg pier. The sill and the spur will be installed in minus 1-foot mean 
low water, and neither the armor stone structures nor the beach nourishment will be placed in the 
navigable channel. 
 
The Virginia Institute of Marine Science reviewed this project and recommended reducing the 
scale of the project. However, staff feels that the de minimis stone sill installed immediately 
channelward of the exposed fringe marsh will provide it with additional protection. We also 
believe that the addition of the stone spur on the largest and most exposed groin, could 
potentially reduce the scouring of the adjacent beach which resulted in its initial failure. 
 
No other agency has expressed any objection to the project. No submerged aquatic vegetation 
(SAV) or oyster grounds will be directly encroached upon by this project. 
 
Summary/Recommendations 
 
While staff is sensitive to the concerns raised by the protestants, we are aware that the mouth of 
Hull Creek is very dynamic and that the navigation channel is presently close to the applicant’s 
pier. However, staff believes that the applicant’s property is actively eroding, and that the 
combination of the proposed living shoreline elements and the groins will combine to stabilize 
the shoreline and protect the bank, the residential dwelling, and the existing water well at the top 
of the bank. Ultimately, staff believes that this proposal is a reasonable use of state-owned 
submerged lands, and the project elements will not adversely affect the navigational channel 
providing access to Hull Creek. Accordingly, after considering the concerns raised by the 
protestants, the statements made by those in favor, and §28.2-1205 of the Code of Virgina, staff 
recommends approval of the project as proposed. 
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An Agency of the Natural Resources Secretariat 
www.mrc.virginia.gov 

Telephone (757) 247-2200    Information and Emergency Hotline 1-800-541-4646 

Joseph D. Grist 
Commissioner 

David L. Bulova 
Secretary of Natural 

and Historic Resources 

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
Marine Resources Commission 

Building 96 
380 Fenwick Road 

Fort Monroe, Virginia 23651 

September 10, 2026 

Great Heron Lodge, LLC 
Attn:  Mr. Edward Carwile & 
Ms. Samantha Futrell 
c/o Bayshore Design, LLC 
8518 Cople Highway 
Hague, VA  22469 
futresm@gmail.com 
craigp@bayshoredesign.com 

Re: VMRC #2026-0675 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

This is regarding your application requesting authorization to install a 30-foot long armor 
stone spur, a 40-foot armor stone spur, repair/construct three (3) low profile timber groins 
totaling approximately 134 linear feet and place 200 cubic yards of beach nourishment, adjacent 
to property situated along Hull Creek at 1194 Candy Point Road in Northumberland County. 

Given that your groin proposal has been approved by your local wetlands board, is of 
low-profile design, and will not extend more than 48 feet channelward of mean high water, it 
will qualify for the Virginia Marine Resources Commission General Permit (VGP #2) for groins 
and will therefore not require an individual permit from this agency.  A copy of the General 
Permit and your project drawings are enclosed and should be retained as evidence of 
authorization by the Marine Resources Commission.  Please be advised that your VGP #2 
authority expires concurrently with your wetlands board permit, and any groin 
construction must be completed before permit expiration. 

Also, be advised that a subaqueous permit will be required from VMRC for the Spur, sill 
and beach nourishment portions of your project.  This permit will follow at a later date. 

In addition, the placard accompanying this letter must be conspicuously displayed at the 
work site throughout the construction phase of the authorized activity.  You are also required to 
notify this office a minimum of 15 days prior to construction. 

Prior to commencing your project, you may also need a permit from the Army Corps of 
Engineers and the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ). 

8
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Great Heron Lodge, LLC 
Page Two 

September 10, 2026 
VMRC #2026-0675 

If I may be of further assistance, please contact me at (757) 247-2276 or 
jeff.madden@mrc.virginia.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Jeffrey P. Madden 
Environmental Engineer 

JPM/lra 
HM 
Enclosures 
cc: Department of Environmental Quality #5 

Northumberland County Wetlands Board 
Applicants 
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Permit #26-0675 

Commonwealth of Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission 

Authorization 
A Permit has been issued to: Great Heron Lodge, LLC 

1178 Candy Point Road 
Heathsville, VA  22473 

Permittee is hereby authorized to install a 30-foot long armor stone spur, a 40-foot 
armor stone spur, repair/construct three (3) low profile timber groins totaling 
approximately 134 linear feet and place 200 cubic yards of beach nourishment, 
adjacent to property situated along Hull Creek at 1194 Candy Point Road in 
Northumberland County. 

Issuance Date:  September 10, 2026 Expiration Date:  May 22, 2029 

Randal D. Owen 
Chief, Habitat Management Division 

This Notice Must be Conspicuously Displayed at Site of Work 
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3 August 2026 
Mr. Jeffrey Madden   
Senior Environmental Engineer   
Virginia Marine Resources Commission   
380 Fenwick Road, Bldg. 96   
Fort Monroe, VA 23651   
 
Dear Mr. Madden:  
 
We have reviewed the joint permit application submitted by Great Heron Lodge, LLC to construct a 
revetment, sills, and groins along their shoreline at the confluence of Hull Creek and the Potomac River 
in Northumberland County (VMRC #2026-0675, NAO-2026-00691). Existing conditions along this 
shoreline can be separated into two distinct segments. The north facing stretch of shoreline is currently 
protected by a timber groin system that is functioning appropriately to capture moving sand. One of the 
timber groins has failed along its upland extent, and sand is eroding out of the cell near the failure. 
Within this area of the shoreline, landward of the dune vegetation, is a steep upland slope that is 
vegetated with trees and shrubs. Along the west facing shoreline there are currently no shoreline 
protection features.  
 
As proposed, the applicant intends to repair the existing failed groin, construct two new timber groins 
along the west facing portion of the shoreline, add a stone revetment along the entirety of the west facing 
upland toe, and construct two stone sills within one of the newly created groin cells. With regard to this 
design, we offer a few recommendations to reduce impacts to marine resources without diminishing the 
shoreline protection offered.  
 
The combination of timber groins, an upland toe revetment, and stone sills may be unnecessary to protect 
this area, and in order to reduce impacts to marine resources the applicant should consider modifications 
to the design. Firstly, we recommend the applicant consider eliminating the proposed stone sills. As 
designed, these sills may reduce the sediment capture abilities of the groin cells, and eliminating the sills 
greatly reduces the overall project footprint. The existing groin system along this reach is functioning 
effectively to capture sediment and provide shoreline protection, and the proposed additional timber 
groins are likely to function together with the existing system. If this design were utilized, we 
recommend the applicant nourish the groin cells with clean sand as proposed but avoid filling in the 
existing vegetated wetlands. This sand nourishment is unlikely to result in impacts to the existing sand 
movement patterns within Hull Creek. Another design modification that the applicant may consider that 
would reduce impacts to marine resources is decreasing the overall length of the proposed revetment. As 
designed, the revetment spans the entire length of the west facing portion of the property shoreline. 
Upland erosion is varied along this reach, and placing the revetment in areas without active upland 
erosion may not be necessary.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Recieved by VMRC August 4, 2026 / ks 26



VMRC #26-0675 Great Heron Lodge Page 2 of 2 

 

Please let us know if you have any questions or require additional information.  
 

Sincerely,   
  
  
  
Alex Sabo   
Environmental Review and    
Advisory Specialist   

Recieved by VMRC August 4, 2026 / ks 27
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Joseph Mercer 
VMRC #2025-2593 

 
1. Habitat Management Evaluation dated September 22, 2026 

(Page 1 and 2) 
 

2. Northampton County Wetlands Board Meeting minutes dated August 20, 2026 
(Page 3 through 12) 
 

3. Northampton County Wetlands Board Meeting agenda packet including email 
correspondence, project drawings, revised drawings, and hearing notifications dated 
August 20, 2026 
(Page 13 through 62) 
 

4. VIMS comments dated January 26, 2026 
(Page 63) 

 
 
 
All project drawings, plans and application information are available at 
https://webapps.mrc.virginia.gov/public/habitat/ 

https://webapps.mrc.virginia.gov/public/habitat/
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SHELLFISH MANAGEMENT DIVISION EVALUATION, 9/22/2027  
   
      
Public Hearing: Proposal to amend Chapter 4 VAC 20-1250-10 et seq., "Pertaining 

to the Tagging of Shellfish" to modify the method of identifying 
harvested shellfish to align with the National Shellfish Sanitation 
Program’s tagging requirements to increase public safety and 
protect the shellfish resource.   

Issues:  The proposed amendments will enhance the specificity of shellfish 
harvest locations in Virginia. By aligning Virginia’s regulations 
with the latest National Shellfish Sanitation Program standards, 
these changes will improve the traceability of molluscan shellfish 
harvested in the state. Specifically, the amendments incorporate 
updated growing areas identified by the Virginia Department of 
Health and mandate that shellfish tags include the growing area and 
either the lease number or public harvest area. 

Background:              The National Shellfish Sanitation Program (NSSP) is the 
federal/state cooperative program recognized by the U. S. Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) and the Interstate Shellfish Sanitation 
Conference (ISSC) for the sanitary control of shellfish produced and 
sold for human consumption. The purpose of the NSSP is to promote 
and improve the sanitation of shellfish (oysters, clams, mussels and 
scallops) moving in interstate commerce through federal/state 
cooperation and uniformity of State shellfish programs. Participants 
in the NSSP include agencies from shellfish producing and non-
producing States, FDA, EPA, NOAA, and the shellfish industry. 
Under international agreements with FDA, foreign governments 
also participate in the NSSP. Other components of the NSSP include 
program guidelines, State growing area classification and dealer 
certification programs, and FDA evaluation of State program 
elements. 

The latest revision to the NSSP Guide for the Control of Molluscan 
Shellfish introduces more detailed guidelines for identifying 
shellfish harvest areas, enhancing traceability and safeguarding both 
the public and industry against potential disease outbreaks. The 
proposed amendments will update the information required on 
shellfish tags, mandating that harvesters document the growing area 
and either the lease number or public harvest area. 

This regulatory change is set to take effect on July 1, 2027. The 
delay allows the Virginia Marine Resources Commission and the 
Department of Health ample time to educate the industry and 
harvesters on these changes, thereby improving traceability for 
shellstock products. 

  



Staff Recommendation: Staff recommends the Commission consider amendments to 
Chapter 4 VAC 20-1250-10 et seq., "Pertaining to the Tagging of 
Shellfish" to modify the method of identifying harvested shellfish to 
align with the National Shellfish Sanitation Program’s tagging 
requirements to increase public safety and protect the shellfish 
resource. 

   
  
 



MEMORANDUM 

TO:  Joseph Grist 
  Commissioner 
  Virginia Marine Resources Commission 
 
FROM: Kelci A. Block 
  Assistant Attorney General 
 
DATE: September 14, 2026 
 
RE:  Proposed Regulation Amendments  
              

It is my opinion that the Virginia Marine Resources Commission has authority to promulgate the 
proposed amendments to the following regulations under Va. Code § 28.2-201:   

• 4 VAC 20-1250 

It is further my opinion that the regulations are exempt from the provisions of the Virginia 
Administrative Process Act pursuant to §2.2-4006(A)(11) of the Code of Virginia. 

The foregoing conclusion is my own.  It does not constitute an opinion, formal or informal, of 
the Attorney General.  If I may be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 



 
COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 

Marine Resources Commission 
380 Fenwick Road 

Building 96 
Fort Monroe, VA 23651  

 

David L. Bulova 
Secretary of Natural  

and Historic Resources 
 

Joseph D. Grist  
Commissioner 

 

NOTICE 
 
The Virginia Marine Resources Commission invites public comments on proposed amendments 
to regulations, as shown below. By September 3, 2026, the proposed draft regulations may be 
viewed on the VMRC web calendar at https://mrc.virginia.gov/calendar.shtm.   
 
In accordance with Section 28.2-209 of the Code of Virginia, a public hearing on the proposed 
amendments to these regulations will be held on Tuesday, September 22, 2026, at the Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission, 380 Fenwick Road, Bldg. 96, Fort Monroe, Virginia.  
 
Written public comments on the proposals below or on items not on the agenda must be provided 
by 12:00 Noon, Thursday, September 17, 2026. Comments should be made at the following link: 
https://webapps.mrc.virginia.gov/public/fisheries/search_publiccomments.php or addressed to 
Public Comments, 380 Fenwick Road, Bldg. 96, Fort Monroe, Virginia 23651. 
 
The Commission may review Fisheries or Shellfish Management Division items as early as 9:30 
a.m. 
 
 
I.  Chapter 4 VAC 20-1250, "Pertaining to the Tagging of Shellfish"  
 
The Commission proposes to amend Chapter 4VAC20-1250, “Pertaining to the Tagging of 
Shellfish” to modify the method of identifying harvested shellfish.  
 
The purpose of these amendments is to align with the National Shellfish Sanitation Program’s 
tagging requirements and to increase public safety and protect the shellfish resource. 
 
    
 
 

VMRC DOES NOT DISCRIMINATE AGAINST INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES; 
THEREFORE, IF YOU ARE IN NEED OF REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS 
BECAUSE OF A DISABILITY, PLEASE ADVISE MICHELE GUILFORD (757-247-2206) 
NO LATER THAN FIVE WORK DAYS PRIOR TO THE MEETING DATE AND 
IDENTIFY YOUR NEEDS.  
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“PERTAINING TO THE TAGGING OF SHELLFISH SHELLSTOCK” 

CHAPTER 4 VAC 20-1250-10 ET SEQ. 

 
PREAMBLE 

 
This chapter establishes a method of identifying, with the use of shellfish tags, any harvest 

of shellfish from Virginia waters.  This chapter is promulgated pursuant to the authority contained 

in §§28.2-201 and 28.2-801 of the Code of Virginia.  This chapter amends and re-adopts, as 

amended, previous chapter 4 VAC 20-1250-10 et seq., which was adopted on May 22, 2012 

August 24, 2021 and made effective on May 31, 2012. October 1, 2021.   The effective date of this 

chapter is October 1, 2021. July 1, 2027. 

 
4 VAC 20-1250-10. Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to establish a method of identifying harvested shellfish 

shellstock, according to its original Virginia harvest growing area, at any time of the year.  

 
4 VAC 20-1250-20. Definitions. 

The following words and terms when used in this chapter shall have the following meanings 
unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: 

 
“Bulk shellfish tag” means a shellfish tag that shall only be used for shellfish harvested from 

a single harvest area in any one day and accompanies a conveyance containing multiple containers 

of shellfish. 

 
“Certified dealer” means a person to whom certification is issued by the Virginia Department 

of Health for the purposes of introducing shellfish shellstock into commerce. 

"Certified dealer tag" means a shellfish shellstock tag, which is approved by the Virginia 

Department of Health, Division of Shellfish Sanitation, that shall only be used for shellfish 
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“PERTAINING TO THE TAGGING OF SHELLFISH SHELLSTOCK” 

CHAPTER 4 VAC 20-1250-10 ET SEQ. 

shellstock harvested from a single harvest growing area, in any one day, and those shellfish are 

either loose in a conveyance or in a single container. 

"Container" means any bag, box, sack, tote, or other receptacle that contains shellfish 

shellstock to be held, in any type of conveyance, for transport from the harvest area to the landing 

site and from the landing site to the point of sale or other use. 

 
“Conveyance” means any form of transport, either mechanical, such as a boat or truck, or non-

mechanical that is used to transport shellfish shellstock from the harvest area to the landing site or 

from the landing site to a certified dealer or other use. 

 
“Direct marketing” means any shellfish or shellstock that is landed and sold without any post-

harvest processing.  

 
"Harvest" means the act of removing any shellfish or shellstock from a designated harvest 

growing area and placing that shellfish or shellstock in a container or on or in a conveyance. 

 
“Land” or “landing” means to (i) enter port with finfish, shellfish shellstock, crustaceans, or 

other marine seafood on board any boat or vessel; (ii) begin offloading finfish, shellfish shellstock, 

crustaceans, or other marine seafood; or (iii) offload finfish, shellfish shellstock, crustaceans, or 

other marine seafood. 

“Post-harvest processing” means any process which has been validated using National 

Shellfish Sanitation Program validation procedures. 
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“Replant” or “replanting” means to place after harvest shellfish shellstock into waters as 

allowable by applicable law or permit. 

“Restricted-use shellstock” means shellstock or shellfish harvested from approved shellfish 

growing areas that shall not be sold for direct marketing or raw consumption only be sold to a 

certified shucker-packer for the purpose of shucking or post-harvest processing. 

 
“Restricted-use shellstock tag” means a Virginia Marine Resources Commission-issued green 

tag that shall only be used by a certified dealer who has a current certificate of inspection as a 

shucker packer for shellstock or shellfish harvested from a single harvest growing area in any one 

day.  Use of any such tag indicates that shellstock is intended for further processing shucking or 

for post-harvest processing prior to distribution to retail or food service.  

 
"Shellfish" or “Shellstock” means all species of bivalve live molluscan shellfish in the shell. 

 
“Single harvest growing area” means one of the water areas established by the Virginia Marine 

Resources Commission for reporting fisheries statistics Virginia Department of Health. 

 
“Shellfish Shellstock harvester tag” means a shellfish tag that shall only be used for shellfish 

harvested from a single harvest area, in any one day, and those shellfish shellstock are either loose 

in a conveyance or in a single container the identification that shall be used for shellstock harvested 

from a single growing area in a single day and accompanies shellstock to a certified dealer.  
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“Shucker-packer” means a person who shucks and packs shellfish shellstock under a current 

certificate of inspection issued by the Virginia Department of Health, Division of Shellfish 

Sanitation.  

“Temperature control” means the use of ice or mechanical refrigeration, which is capable of 

lowering the temperature of the shellstock and maintaining it at 50°F (10°C) or less, as approved by 

the Virginia Department of Health, Division of Shellfish Sanitation. 

 
4 VAC 20-1250-30. Shellfish identification.   
 

A. Any person harvesting shellfish shellstock for commercial purposes shall affix a shellfish 

shellstock harvester tag to each container of shellfish shellstock, except as provided in subsection 

E of this section, before leaving any single harvest growing area. The shellfish shellstock harvester 

tag shall remain in place while the shellfish shellstock are transported from the harvest growing 

area to the landing site and from the landing site to a certified dealer or for any other use. Any 

transport of shellfish shellstock to a certified dealer requires that the shellfish shellstock harvester 

tag remain affixed to each container of shellfish shellstock until the container is emptied or shipped 

and re-tagged by a certified dealer. 

 
B. The shellfish shellstock harvester tag, the bulk shellfish tag, and the green restricted-use 

shellstock tag shall be durable, waterproof, at least 13.8 square inches in size, and approved by the 

Virginia Marine Resources Commission or the Virginia Department of Health prior to use, and at 

least 13.8 square inches in size. 
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C. The shellfish shellstock harvester tag shall contain all of the following indelible and legible 

information, in the following order: 

 
1. The harvester's Virginia Marine Resources Commission identification number or 

Virginia Marine Resources Commission oyster aquaculture harvester permit number 
or clam aquaculture harvester permit number; 
 

2. The date of harvest, time that any shellfish shellstock harvest began, and time that 

harvested shellfish shellstock were offloaded and placed under temperature control; 

 
3. An acknowledgement of whether or not those shellfish shellstock, described in 

subdivision 2 of this subsection, were placed in a storage container approved by the 

Virginia Department of Health, Division of Shellfish Sanitation-approved storage 

container with a layer layers of ice that continuously and completely covered the 

oysters; 

4.  The most accurate identification of the harvest location or aquaculture site, including 

the abbreviated name of the state of harvest and the Virginia Marine Resources 

Commission's designation of the growing area by indexing, administrative, or 

geographic designation, and the minimum identification requirement shall be to specify 

a single growing area from the listing, as described in 4VAC20-1250-50;. The harvest 

location shall include the single growing area as described in 4VAC20-1250-50 and 

shall also include either lease number, public harvest area as described in 4VAC20-

720, or aquaculture site. 

5. The type and quantity of harvested shellfish shellstock; and, 

https://law.lis.virginia.gov/admincode/title4/agency20/chapter1250/section50/
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6. The following statement, in bold capitalized letters: "THIS TAG IS REQUIRED TO 

BE ATTACHED, UNTIL THE CONTAINER IS EMPTY OR IS RE-TAGGED, 

RETAGGED AND THEREAFTER KEPT ON FILE, IN CHRONOLOGICAL 

ORDER,  FOR 90 DAYS."  

 
D.   For any quantities of shellfish shellstock commercially harvested from a single harvest 

growing area, in any one day, that are loose and not containerized aboard any conveyance, the 

harvester shall prepare a shellfish shellstock harvester tag for that quantity of shellfish shellstock, 

which shall accompany that quantity of shellfish shellstock during transport from the single harvest 

growing area to the landing site and from the landing site to a certified dealer or for transport to 

any area for replanting. 

 
E.  When multiple containers of shellfish shellstock are harvested from a single harvest 

growing area, in any one day, and placed in any conveyance, the lot may be tagged with a bulk 

shellfish shellstock harvester tag, for that quantity of shellfish shellstock, which shall accompany 

that quantity of shellfish shellstock during transport from the harvest growing area to the landing 

site and from the landing site to a certified dealer or for transport to any area for replanting. In 

addition to the information required in subsection C of this section, any bulk shellfish shellstock 

harvester tag shall also include: 

 
1. The following statement in bold capitalized letters: "ALL SHELLFISH 

SHELLSTOCK CONTAINERS IN THIS LOT HAVE THE SAME HARVEST DATE 

AND ARE FROM A SINGLE AREA OF HARVEST"; and, 



VIRGINIA MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION                                     PAGE 7 OF 15 

“PERTAINING TO THE TAGGING OF SHELLFISH SHELLSTOCK” 

CHAPTER 4 VAC 20-1250-10 ET SEQ. 

 
2. The number of individual containers in the lot. 
 

F.  Certified shucker-packers shall use a green restricted-use shellstock tag for the harvest of 

restricted-use shellstock from a single harvest growing area in any one day.  The restricted-use 

shellstock tag shall accompany that quantity of shellfish shellstock during transport from the 

harvest growing area to the landing site and from the landing site to the certified shucker-

packer.   In addition to the information required in subsection C of this section, any restricted-

use shellstock tag shall also include: 

 
1) The certified shucker-packer name and address; the certification number issued 

by the Virginia Department of Health, Division of Shellfish and Sanitation 

certification number; and the following statement in bold capitalized letters:  

“FOR SHUCKING BY A CERTIFIED DEALER OR POST HARVEST 

PROCESSING ONLY BY A CERTIFIED DEALER ONLY”; and,  

 
2) The quantity of restricted-use shellstock in the lot.  

 
 G.   Certified dealers may use their certified dealer tag in place of a shellfish shellstock 

harvester tag as provided in subsection A of this section, except as provided in subsection F of this 

section. 

 
H.  All commercially harvested shellfish shellstock shall be tagged by a certified dealer prior 

to being sold, marketed, consumed, or transported to any location other than to a certified dealer 

or for replanting. 
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4 VAC 20-1250-40. Penalty. 

A. In addition to the penalty prescribed by law, any person violating any provision of this 

chapter shall destroy, in the presence of a marine police officer, all shellfish shellstock in his 

possession, or, at the direction of the marine police officer, shall place the shellfish overboard on 

the nearest oyster sanctuary or closed shellfish shellstock growing area and shall cease harvesting 

on that day. All harvesting apparatus may be subject to seizure, and, pursuant to § 28.2-232 of the 

Code of Virginia, all licenses and permits may be subject to revocation, following a hearing before 

the Virginia Marine Resources Commission. 

 
B. As set forth in § 28.2-903 of the Code of Virginia, any person violating any provision of 

this chapter shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor, and a second or subsequent violation of any 

provision of this chapter committed by the same person, within 12 months of a prior violation, is 

a Class 1 misdemeanor. 

 
 

4 VAC 20-1250-50. Designated Single Harvest Growing Areas. 
 
A listing of water area names for use by harvesters to designate harvest growing areas. 

 
Back Bay Mobjack Bay 

Back River Nansemond River 

Bogue Bay Nomini River 

Bradford Bay North River 

Burton’s Bay North Landing River 
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Chesapeake Bay Lower East Outlet Bay 

Chesapeake Bay Lower West Oyster Bay Seaside Eastern Shore 

Chesapeake Bay Upper East Pagan River 

Chesapeake Bay Upper West Pamunkey River 

Chickahominy River Piankatank River 

Chincoteague Bay Pocomoke River 

Chuckatuck Creek Pocomoke Sound 

Coan River Poquoson River 

Cobb Bay Seaside Eastern Shore Potomac Creek 

Corrotoman River Rappahannock River Middle 

Currioman River Rappahannock River Lower 

East River Rappahannock River Upper 

Elizabeth River Rosier Creek 

Fleets Bay Severn Creek 

Gargathy Bay South Bay 

Great Wicomico River Swash Bay 

Hog Island Bay Tangier Sound 

Horn Harbor Upper Machodoc Creek 

James River Middle Upshur Bay 

James River Lower Ware River 

James River Upper Warwick River 

Kegotank Bay Watts Bay 
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Lafayette River Willoughby Bay 

Little Wicomico River Winter Harbor 

Lower Machodoc Creek Yeocomico River 

Lynnhaven Bay York River Middle 

Magothy Bay York River Lower 

Mattaponi River York River Upper 

Mattox Creek Ocean Eastern Shore 

Metomkin Bay Ocean Virginia Beach 

Milford Haven 

001A Upper Machodoc Creek  

001 Rosier Creek  

003 Potomac River: Mattox Creek to Currioman Bay 

004 Nomini and Currioman Bays  

005 Potomac River: Lower Machodoc Creek  

006 Gardner, Jackson and Bonum Creeks  

007 Potomac River: Yeocomico River  

008 Potomac River: Coan River 

009 Potomac River: Cod Creek to Hack Creek  

010 Little Wicomico River  

011 Chesapeake Bay: Smith Point to Fleeton Point  

012 Cockrell, Reason and Whays Creek  

013 Great Wicomico River  
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014 Chesapeake Bay: Cranes Creek to Mill Creek 

015 Chesapeake Bay: Dividing Creek  

016 Chesapeake Bay: Barnes Creek to Windmill Point  

018 Oyster, Little Oyster, Windmill Point and Mosquito Creeks  

020 Rappahannock River: Carter Creek  

021L Corrotoman River, Lower 

021U Corrotoman River, Upper 

022 Rappahannock River: Towles Point to Monaskon  

023 Rappahannock River: Monaskon to Farham Creek  

024 Rappahannock River: Farnham Creek  

025 Rappahannock River: Sharps to Accaceek Point  

025A Rappahannock River: Accaceek Point to Tappahannock Bridge  

026A Rappahannock River: Tappahannock Bridge to Wares Wharf  

026 Rappahannock River: Wares Wharf to Jones Point   

027 Rappahannock River: Jones Point to Weeks Point  

028 Rappahannock River: Lagrange and Robinson Creeks  

029 Rappahannock River: Urbanna and Whiting Creeks  

030 Rappahannock River: Meachim Creek  

031 Rappahannock River: Locklies and Mill Creeks  

032 Rappahannock River: Bush Park, Sturgeon and Broad Creeks  

034 Piankatank River, Lower  

035 Piankatank River, Upper  



VIRGINIA MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION                                     PAGE 12 OF 15 

“PERTAINING TO THE TAGGING OF SHELLFISH SHELLSTOCK” 

CHAPTER 4 VAC 20-1250-10 ET SEQ. 

037 Gwynn’s Island, Queens Creek to Whites Creek  

038 Chesapeake Bay: Winter Harbor and Garden Creek  

039 Chesapeake Bay: Horn Harbor and Dyer Creek  

040 Mobjack Bay: New Point Comfort to East River  

041 Mobjack Bay: East River 

042 Mobjack Bay: North River  

043 Mobjack Bay: Ware River  

044 Mobjack Bay: Severn River  

045 Mobjack Bay: Browns Bay and Monday Creek  

046 York River: Sarah Creek and Perrin River  

047 York River: Gloucester Point to Allmondsville  

048 York River: Purtan and Poropotank Bays  

049 York River: West Point 

050 York River: Terrapin Point to Camp Peary 

051 York River: Camp Peary to Yorktown  

052 York River: Yorktown and Back Creek  

053 Chesapeake Bay: Poquoson River 

054 Back River  

055 Chesapeake Bay: Back River to Old Point Comfort  

056 Hampton Roads North  

057 James River: Newport News Point to Blunt Point  

058 Warwick River 
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059 James River: Blunt Point to Jamestown Island  

060 James River: Hog Point to Days Point  

061 Pagan River  

062 Chuckatuck Creek  

063 Nansemond River  

064 James River: Days Point to Pig Point  

065 Elizabeth and Lafayette Rivers  

066 Hampton Roads South 

068 Willoughby Spit to Lynnhaven Bay  

070 Lynnhaven Bay  

071 Broad and Linkhorn Bays  

073 Virginia Beach  

075 Pocomoke Sound: Pocomoke River 

076 Pocomoke Sound: Messongo and Guilford Creeks  

077 Pocomoke Sound: Hunting and Deep Creeks  

078 Tangier, Smith and Fox Islands  

079 Chesapeake Bay: Chesconessex Creek  

080 Chesapeake Bay: Onancock and Matchotank Creeks  

081 Chesapeake Bay: Pungoteague and Butcher Creeks  

082 Chesapeake Bay: Nandua Creek 

083 Chesapeake Bay: Craddock Creek  

084 Chesapeake Bay: Occohannock Creek  
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085 Chesapeake Bay: Nassawadox Creek  

086 Chesapeake Bay: Hungars and Mattawoman Creeks  

087 Chesapeake Bay: The Gulf  

088 Chesapeake Bay: Cherrystone Inlet and Kings Creek  

089 Chesapeake Bay: Cape Charles  

090 Chesapeake Bay: Old Plantation Creek to Fisherman’s Island  

093 Seaside: Fisherman’s Island to Smith Point  

094 Seaside: Smith Island to Sand Shoal Inlet  

095 Seaside: Sand Shoal Inlet to Great Machipongo Inlet  

096 Seaside: Great Machipongo Inlet to Wachapreague Inlet  

097 Seaside: Wachapreague Inlet to Metompkin Inlet  

098 Seaside: Metompkin Inlet to Gargathy Inlet 

099 Seaside: Gargathy Inlet to Chincoteague Channel  

100 Chincoteague Bay West  

101 Chincoteague and Assateague Islands 

 
*************************** 

 

This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and accurate copy of the chapter passed by the Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission, pursuant to authority vested in the Commission by §§ 28.2-201 
and 28.2-801 of the Code of Virginia, duly advertised according to statute, and recorded in the 
Commission’s minute book, at its meeting held in Hampton, Virginia on October 28, 
2024September 22, 2026. 
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          COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA 
        MARINE RESOURCES COMMISSION  
 
 
 
 

By: ________________________________ 
                       Joeseph D. Grist 

           Commissioner 
 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this ______ day of _________ 2026. 

 

_____________________________________ 
                                                                                               Notary Public 



FISHERIES MANAGEMENT DIVISION EVALUATION, 9/22/26 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Recommendations on applications to the Recreational and Commercial 

Fishing Advisory Boards.  
 
BACKGROUND   
AND ISSUES: Recreational Fishing Advisory Board (RFAB) 

The Recreational license fund, the Virginia Saltwater Recreational Fishing 
Development (VSRFDF), is comprised of sales of Virginia saltwater fishing 
licenses. The Recreational Fishing Advisory Board (RFAB) advises the 
Commission on expenditures from the VSRFDF in accordance with §28.2-
302.3.  

 
The RFAB met virtually on August 10 and in person on September 14th, 
2026, and reviewed the remaining applications for the 2026 cycle. The 
board recommended funding seven proposals and tabled two proposals for 
the 2027 cycle because the applicants did not present this cycle.  
 

 
A-1. 0426-01 2027 Hope House & Oak Grove Nursing Home Fishing 

Excursion. T.B. Butch Pierce; Great Bridge Fisherman’s Association.  
$5,200.  

 
The RFAB recommended funding the project on August 10, 2026. 

 
B-1. 0426-04 2027 Sunshine Program. Steve York, Norfolk Angler’s 

Club. $13,375.   
   
The RFAB recommended funding the project on August 10, 2026. 

 
C-1. 0426-09 Virginia Game Fish Tagging 2027. S. Musick (VIMS), M. 

Hargis (VMRC). $103,105. 
 
The RFAB recommended funding the project on August 10, 2026. 

 
D-1. 0426--17 C.A.S.T. for Kids-Eastern Shore. Zachary Tanner. 

$5,769. 
 
The RFAB recommended funding the project on August 10, 2026. 

 
E-1. 0426-08 MLC Public Access Waterfront Enhancement and 

Community Saltwater Learn to Fish Program (SL2F). Bernadette La 
Casse, Mathews Land Conservancy. $30,600.   

 
The RFAB recommended funding the project (4 in favor and 2 
opposed) on September 14th, 2026. 



 
F-1. 0426-14 Planning the Renovation of Coles Point Boater Access, 

Westmoreland County. John Kirk, DWR. $100,000. 
   
  RFAB recommended funding the project on September 14th, 2026. 
 

G-1. 0426-16 Planning the Renovation of Gloucester Point Boater 
Access, Gloucester County. John Kirk, DWR. $41,019.  

 
The RFAB recommended funding the project on September 14th, 
2026. 

 
Commercial Fishing Advisory Board (CFAB) 
The Commercial license fund, the Marine Fishing Improvement Fund 
(MFIF), is made up of sales of Virginia commercial fishing licenses. The 
Commercial Fishing Advisory Board (CFAB) advises the Commission on 
expenditures from the MFIF in accordance with §28.2-208. 

 
The CFAB met in person on September 17th, 2026, to review three 
applications to the MFIF. Six members attended the meeting in person with 
one member joining virtually. One of the three applications was 
recommended for funding, with additional comments and no action on the 
second and third applications.   

 
A-2. Virginia Beach Working Waterfront Revitalization Project, Paul 

Bayer, City of Virginia Beach Development Authority, $25,000.  
 
The CFAB recommended funding the project (four in favor, two 
opposed, one abstention).  
 

B-2. Diamondback Terrapin Habitat Mapping, Donna Bilkovic, William 
& Mary Batten School of Coastal & Marine Sciences, $81,600.  

 
The CFAB did not recommend funding the project and voted to 
recommend that it be funded by an alternative source (the recreational 
license fund).  

 
C-2. Targeted Derelict Crab Pot Removal in Important Terrapin Habitat, 

Kirk Havens, William & Mary Batten School of Coastal & Marine 
Sciences, $144,486.  

 
The CFAB took no action on this item (motion failed for a lack of 
second).  

 
 
 
 



RECOMMENDATION:  
 

The Recreational Fishing Advisory Board recommended funding seven 
proposed projects, totaling $299,068 from the Virginia Saltwater 
Recreational Fishing Development Fund.  
 
The Commercial Fishing Advisory Board recommended funding one 
project for $25,000. The entire request for the three proposals totals 
$251,086 from the Marine Fishing Improvement Fund.  
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September 16, 2026 

 

TO:  All Associate Commissioners 

  Virginia Marine Resources Commission 

 

FROM: Joseph D. Grist 

  Commissioner, Marine Resources Commission 

 

SUBJECT: November, 2026 through March, 2027 Commission Meeting Schedule 

 

Dear Associate Commissioners, 

 

Thank you for your continued dedicated service to the Commonwealth of Virginia and to the 

Virginia Marine Resources Commission and its constituents each month.   

 

My office has identified some reoccurring and new scheduling challenges for our December 

through March Commission meetings which we should formally address at our upcoming 

September 22, 2026, meeting.  These are challenges that may create a conflict in my ability to be 

present to open a Commission meeting as its chairman.  I am recommending the following 

changes from the traditional fourth Tuesday of the month meeting schedule for that time period.   

 

First, I recommend we continue the current precedent of not meeting in November as the 

meeting is the same week as the Thanksgiving holiday week.  Furthermore, because of similar 

reasons associated with the multiple holidays recognized on and around December 25, I 

recommend that we convene the December Commission meeting on Tuesday, December 8, 

2026, to begin at 9:30am. 

 

Next, I recommend changes to the January and February meeting dates to avoid conflicts with 

the Virginia General Assembly session, where both myself and some Associate Commissioners 

often have job-related requirements to be physically present during the session.  I recommend 

that we convene the January Commission meeting on Tuesday, January 12, 2027 (prior to the 

opening of the General Assembly session) and convene the February Commission meeting on 

Thursday, February 25, 2027 (which avoids conflicting with the majority of natural resource and 

Chesapeake Bay committee and subcommittee meetings that occur earlier each week during the 

General Assembly session).   

 

http://www.mrc.virginia.gov/


Finally, I recommend delaying the March Commission meeting until March 30, 2027, as I will 

be unavailable to open the Commission meeting as chairman on the fourth Tuesday of the month, 

March 23, 2027. 

 

In Summary, the schedule for the Commission meetings from October, 2026 through April, 2027 

would be: 

October 27, 2026 (no change, 4th Tuesday in October) 

No meeting in November 

December 8, 2026  (2nd Tuesday in December) 

January 12, 2027  (2nd Tuesday in January) 

February 25, 2027  (4th Thursday in February) 

March 30, 2027  (5th Tuesday in March) 

April 27, 2027  (no change, 4th Tuesday in April) 

 

I make these recommendations in full acknowledgement that it may impact your long-term 

planning schedule, but they are necessary to ensure the chairman is present for every meeting.  I 

will ask for a vote of concurrence during our September 22, 2026 meeting.   

 

Respectfully, 

 

 

 

Joseph Grist 

Commissioner 

 

JDG 

 

CC: Meghan Mayfield, Deputy Commissioner, Marine Resources Commission 

 Michele Guilford, Executive Assistant to the Commissioner 
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